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Famed for its natural beauty, Hangzhou is one of the
seven ancient capitals of China. Founded over 2,200
years ago during the Qin dynasty, it became the capital
of the Southern Song dynasty between 1138 and 1279,
when it was recognised countrywide for its silk, tea and
unique cuisine. It is believed that Marco Polo visited
Hangzhou and described it as “the city of heaven,

beyond dispute the finest and noblest in the world".

Modern day Hangzhou is a bustling city that retains the
historic and cultural heritage for which it is famed. It is
often considered the most picturesque city in China, due
primarily to serene West Lake, a Unesco World Heritage
Site, as well as countless pagodas, historic temples,

botanical gardens, tea plantations and vast wetland areas.
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AMANFAYUN

Surrounded by a pilgrimage circuit of seven ancient
Buddhist temples in a wooded valley just six kilometres
from West Lake, Amanfayun is ideally placed for
exploring the region’s many attractions, offering

bespoke guided tours tailored to individual interests.
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Revisit the Past
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Springs and Falls Period

Three Kingdoms

Song Dynasty
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770-480 BCE 220-581CE 960-1279
Shang Dynasty Qin Dynasty Tang Dynasty Ming Dynasty
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1766-1122 BCE 221-206 BCE 618-907 1368-1677

Zhou Dynasty Han Dynasty Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms Qing Dynasty
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The story of Amanfayun
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The tea plantations surrounding Amanfayun are
centuries old, cultivated by villagers living in the area
since the Tang dynasty. Amanfayun itself has been
designed after a traditional Chinese village and a few

of the structures in the village are over 100 years old.
Fayun Place for example is composed of two stately
village houses dating back to the 1800s. All original
structures have been carefully restored using traditional
technigues and materials. Any new structures have been

constructed using these same traditional methods.

AL REFREMEEFANMENREE, AEKN
AEEEREFHE. ERFNEZEE, /A
B, R RRETESRENR, ZoE 2
TRIEEBEPERZONER, MEE™ERH
Bes%, HASErNE MR 19t 48, JBEAJLEFEE/
AERILUE M ZE B LART, PRARYHTZ B & B AR
BRESKIZ,



West Lake
icpnr:

AMANFAYUN

A Unesco World Heritage Site, West Lake's

shores are lined with fragrant trees and lotus
blossoms. Not only famous for its picturesque
landscape, West Lake is also associated with many

of China's scholars, poets and national heroes.

Formed from what was originally an inlet of

the Qiantang River, the lake was created in its
current form by the silting of the river in the 4th
century. Covering eight square kilometres, its
circumference is around 15 kilometres. The lake
is divided by four causeways into five areas, with
Outer West Lake the largest. The lake also boasts
a large natural island known as Gu Shan or 'Gu

Hill’, as well as three smaller man-made islands.
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AMANFAYUN

With its historic bridges, pagodas, islands and
gardens, West Lake can be visited at any time
of the day although it is at its most peaceful
early in the morning. Guests can stroll the
causeways or get out on the water in one of

Amanfayun'’s traditional wooden rowboats.
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Temple Trail
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Amanfayun lies within a pilgrimage circuit of seven
significant Buddhist temples, all within walking distance
of the resort. Some are set in tranquil woodland and
others are surrounded by exquisite gardens. A few
further up the hillside offer panoramic views of the
surrounding area including West Lake. Guests can
explore on their own or with an Amanfayun guide.

It is also possible to join the monks in a number of

the temples for morning and afternoon prayers, a

deeply meditative experience with soulful chanting.

ALRELFT EERTFTENNNSE 2P, FIET
R T ITINE . BAEER ) B F Y8 /)2 e,
BEE, NRE AN ITEWRE, PIZBkrRAAmn
Mif. REEFBTRIERR, BrEAEMANS
Yk, AT BIIFRE. IR, SEE—FRELL
o



Temple Trail:
Lingyin Temple
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Of the seven temples and monasteries within walking

distance of Amanfayun, the most renowned is Lingyin Temple

or 'Soul's Retreat’. Founded in 326 AD, at its peak under the
Kingdom of Wuyue (907-978 AD) the temple included 18
pavilions and 72 halls, housing over 3,000 monks. Today it

remains one of the ten most important temples in China.

The formal entrance is the Hall of the Heavenly Kings,
famous for its striking Buddhist statues and an ornate
ceiling painted with phoenixes and dragons. Across a large
garden courtyard lies the principal hall of the Great Sage.
This houses the largest wooden Buddhist statue in China
coated with 60 taels of gold. The temple is also famous
for its hundreds of rock grottos that contain detailed

rock carvings of the big-bellied ‘Laughing Buddha'.
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Temple Trail:
Yongfu, Taoguang
and Lingshun Temples

AMANFAYUN

Adjacent to Lingyin Temple and bordering Amanfayun
is Yongfu Temple (Temple of Eternal Goodness). Set
in the forest with meandering paths and extensive
gardens, this is one of the prettiest temples in the
area. Higher up North Peak lies Taoguang Temple,
while at the top is the 1,600-year-old Lingshun
Temple with panoramic views of West Lake.
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Temple Trail:
Three Temples of Tianzhu
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A trail that begins near Amanfayun’s entrance traces the
original Tianzhu Pilgrim Path, linking the upper, middle
and lower Temples of Tianzhu (the ancient Chinese
name for India). All three feature a variety of images of
Guanyin, the Goddess of Mercy. Faxi Temple (Temple
of Happiness) is the upper temple - the largest of the
three - established between 906 and 970 AD. Just
south lies Fajing Temple (Temple of Purity), established
by the Indian monk, Master Baozhang, in 597 AD. The
lower Temple of Reflection was established by the
Indian monk, Master Huili, in 330 AD. Surrounded

by tea fields and a small village, today this temple

is one of the very few nunneries in Hangzhou.
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Temp|e Tra”- Another temple of interest farther afield is Jingci B—EERORANMEEIR TN FRE RS, (LTI

Ji T | Temple, situated south of West Lake. It was originally EEERLUFEHIET, EAR+ENBEERAEE
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temple offers one of the ‘Ten Views of West Lake'

known as ‘Evening Bell Ringing at Nanping Hill".
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Six Harmonies Pagoda
vk

Completed during the Northern Song dynasty in 970
AD, Liuhe Pagoda or ‘'The Pagoda of Six Harmonies'
was built with the intention of restoring balance
between the six directions of the universe - north,
south, east, west, heaven and earth - to counteract
the devastating destruction of the Qiantang River
tidal bores. Destroyed itself by warfare in 1121,

the pagoda was rebuilt during the Southern Song
dynasty in 1156. Additional exterior eaves were

added during the Ming and Qing dynasties.

Situated on the north bank of the river, the
octagonal brick-and-wood structure is today one
of China's most significant pagodas preserved

from ancient times. Towering 60 metres above
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the slopes of Moon Disc Hill, the pagoda has 13
storeys, each offering excellent views of Qiantang

River and the outer regions of Hangzhou City.

Just behind the pagoda is an extensive garden
with miniature pagodas hidden amongst the trees.
The Chinese Pagoda Exhibition Park was opened
in 1993 and features over 100 replicas of famous
pagodas from all over China. Tastefully designed,

it offers a tranquil setting in which to wander.
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CU |tU ra' | I’]SIgh’[ At the heart of Amanfayun lies historic Fayun Place, a F ok ANFFRERIEEENZOER, X

\ gracious two-storey structure opening onto peaceful EHEENESIRETHERNEN, ERaT
XEH QD@T\'}E)—?U—‘L} courtyards. Here guests can learn more about traditional AN Z SR IGZ Sy, SHUM T ANKFETES,
Chinese arts from masters who will demonstrate RIFZEREMEHNFREEZSRZ R

and share their knowledge and skill. Amanfayun
also offers a range of bespoke excursions to offer

deeper insight into China's rich cultural heritage.



Chinese arts at Amanfayun
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Daily from 15.00-17.00 (June to November)
and 14.30-16.30 (December to May)
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Every afternoon at Fayun Place guests can enjoy
complimentary afternoon tea and learn the art of
calligraphy, clay figure making or paper cutting
from local masters and artists. Fayun Place also
hosts evening musical performances, calligraphy &
painting exhibition and talks by historians and other
experts on subjects as topics as varied as Buddhism

and Traditional Chinese Medicine irregularly.
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China National Tea Museum
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Hangzhou is often lauded as the ‘Tea Capital

of China' for its excellence in tea cultivation,
education and culture. The hills surrounding
West Lake produce the world famous Longjing
(Dragon Well) Tea. A visit to the China National
Tea Museum, just a few minutes’ drive from
Amanfayun, explains the many fascinating aspects
of tea cultivation and its importance in the history
of China. Different teas can also be sampled to
enhance the experience. Situated in an expansive
garden setting, the museum is made up of several
separate buildings around a number of tranquil
ponds and pavilions. The traditional Tea House on
the property is an inviting venue for experiencing

a traditional tea ceremony with scenic views.
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In the spring (April to early May), join Amanfayun's
tea expert and pick tea leaves from the resort’s
own tea plantation, then learn how they are dried
and brewed at Fayun Place. Tea ceremonies and

tea tasting can be experienced year-round.
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Hefang Street
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A charming pedestrian-only lane showcasing a variety
of Chinese crafts, Hefang Street in Hangzhou provides
a bustling mix of restaurants and boutiques selling silk,
paper-cut art, sculpted candy, local snacks and more.
It is also home to the Traditional Chinese Medicine
Museum, where visitors can learn about the varieties

of herbs and treatments used in traditional healing.
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Chant with Buddhist Monks Join the monks for morning or afternoon prayers SHEENEE, FoTEMMIFENEAISE
. at local temples or the Buddhist Academy EHTIREGES, ER NS 5EHRP FE2LS5E
l% é%%ﬁ%/j\% nearby. Please consult your guest assistant M= Z BN IR IARY (8] Rzt 526

for details regarding timing and venues.
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Religion
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Chinese religions are family-orientated and have been
characterised by pluralism since the beginnings of Chinese
history. Ancestor veneration and Heaven worship formed
much of ancient Chinese religious beliefs, with the emperor
seen as the ‘Son of Heaven'. Taoism (or Daoism) came
into being early in the Han dynasty, while Confucianism
developed from the teachings of the Chinese philosopher
Confucius (551-479 BCE). Buddhism remains the largest
organised religion in China since its introduction in the

1st century. The Chinese tradition of ‘'Three Religions
Combining into One’ (Confucianism, Buddhism and
Taoism) developed during the Sui and Tang dynasties,

and this eclectism is still very much a feature of Chinese
religious beliefs today. Amanfayun's expert guides offer

personalised tours of the nearby temples and monasteries.
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Festivals
TR
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China is renowned for its many festivals and celebrations.
Amongst the most important are Spring Festival, Lantern
Festival, Qingming Festival (Tomb-Sweeping Day),
Duanwu Festival (Dragon Boat Festival) and Mid-Autumn
Festival. Hangzhou also has its own colourful festivals
that are unique to the city. The West Lake Pilgrimage Fair,
Qiantang Tide Watching Festival are the best known.

Amanfayun can arrange personalised experiences

of these festivals if they occur during your stay
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Family adventures
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Boating on West Lake
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\

Spend a morning or late afternoon adrift on West Lake in
one of Amanfayun’'s comfortable boats, and enjoy a picnic

prepared by the resort as you pass distant pagodas.

Personalised experience for up to 6 people.
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Cychng WeSt Lake During the cooler months, a wonderful way E%Exﬁ%%ﬁﬁj\, BITEBITERRAEES

to explore the lake shore is by bicycle. IR S,
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Nine Creeks
and Longjing Village
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An easy trekking route through bamboo forests and

scenic tea fields crosses nine small streams via by

stepping-stones to reach Longjing (Dragon Well) Village.

Famous for its eponymous tea, this quaint village is
always a hive of activity, especially in the spring, when
locals are busy harvesting and roasting their specialist
blend. Amanfayun guests can taste a range of local teas,
including Longjing, at the Tea House on Fayun Pathway,

or visit the China National Tea Museum nearby.

In the spring (April to early May), join
Amanfayun's tea expert to pick tea leaves from
the resort’'s own tea plantation, then learn how

they are dried and brewed at Fayun Place.
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Grottoes of Feilai Feng
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Explore the rock grottoes of Feilai Feng, the wooded
peak opposite the entrance of Lingyin Temple. It was
named 'the flying peak’ because its craggy limestone
appearance is very different to that of the surrounding
Wuling Mountains, and legend holds that the peak flew

from India to demonstrate Buddha's omnipotence.

Trails lead to tranquil forest glades and hidden grottoes,
many containing Buddhist rock carvings. The main cave
is dedicated to the bodhisattva Guanyin and inside there
is a crack in the rock ceiling through which one can see a

thin sliver of sunlight known as ‘the one thread of heaven'.
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Hiking to North Peak
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Offering some of the most beautiful views in the area

- all the way to West Lake - North Peak is 300 metres
high and home to Lingshun Temple. This rewarding
hike begins at Amanfayun, where the trail leads along
a stream before ascending the 168-metre Feilai Feng.
After exploring its many grottoes, the trail continues
beyond Lingyin Temple and again heads uphill through
a peaceful valley with densely wooded slopes on either
side. As you near the top of North Peak, the temple's
graceful rooftops become visible. Finish the hike with

refreshments on the temple's stone viewing decks.
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Chiﬂese artS at Fayun P|ace Every afternoon guests can learn calligraphy, clay figure SHTS, BRI EEE, EMEAREIS

making and paper cutting from local masters and artists. FEORIE. BIRER ST .
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Contact BXZAFAN

For more information please contact Amanfayun: KRENEZAMN, BEHRRELRE:
Tel: +86 5718732 9999 EBi&: +86 5718732 9999

China toll-free: 800 8571271 FESEEIE: 800 8571271

Fax: +86 5718732 9900 f£H: +86 57187329900

Email: amanfayun@aman.com EE?EEBTL'F: amanfayun@aman.com

amanfayun.com amanfayun.com
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